IN THE INDIAN VILLAGE                371

tions are 'the shadows and phantasmagoria of human
passions, and of inexplicable calamities from the earliest
times'; and with remarkable perception he adds: 'we
are changing the whole atmosphere in which fantastic
superstitions grow and flourish', and 'we may expect
that these old forms of supernaturalism will suddenly
thaw and subside without any outward stroke upon
them and without long premonitory symptoms of in-
ternal dissolution'.1 This is just what is happening at
the present moment in the Punjab, and the thaw is
* most pronounced in the centre of the province, where
economic progress is most advanced. And the change
goes'ijiuch further than mere superstition. It is slowly
affecting the peasant's attitude towards life. We need,
only recall what has been said about fatalism. This idea
is rooted deep in the mind of man wherever he feels
himself entirely in nature's grip; and in the outlying
parts of the province, where there has been little
economic change and the harvest is a gamble in rain, it
is as deeply rooted as ever. But in the canal colonies,
where for the first time in his life the Punjab peasant
sees nature partially subdued to his purposes and
yielding her increase not simply 'as God wills' but as
man labours, we find the beginnings of a new outlook
which is vividly expressed in the peasant's remark:
'Manure is a second God.'2

We may say then that no important economic change Cattle and
can take place without influencing popular Hinduism.
This raises the interesting question whether the change
that is now taking place will affect the regard for animal
life, and more particularly the sanctity of the cow, which
is one of the central doctrines of Hinduism. 'Call it
prejudice, call it passion/ said a Hindu to Miss Mayo,
'call it the height of religion, but this is an undoubted
fact that in the Hindu mind nothing is so deep-rooted
as the sanctity of the cow/3 In a sense it may almost- he
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